DEFENCE BY DAY AND BY NIGHT
down a Messerschmitt 109 during a recent raid into
Germany. (It was stated unofficially to have been
the raid of June 25.) A Heinkel 113 fighter was shot
down by one of our bombers on the night of July 20
(A.M.B. No. 1178), and a Messerschmitt no on the
night of July 23 (A.M.B. No. 1206). Other successes
of the same kind were achieved on the night of
November 15 (A.M.B. No. 2279), December 9
(A.M.B. No. 2487), and December 10 (A.M.B. No.
2497). Instances are on record, too, of enemy
bombers being shot down by our bombers. One such
case was quoted in an Air Ministry Bulletin of
August 27 (No. 1511). A British bomber, returning
from a raid over Germany, met a German bomber
returning from a raid over England and preparing
to land at the aerodrome at Nivelle, south of Brussels,
where the flare path was lit up; our bomber attacked
and destroyed it. A still more remarkable feat was
the destruction of two German bombers (a Heinkel
in and a Junkers 88) by one of our bombers in
France on the night of June 12 (A.M.B. No. 887).
Effect of the Balloon Barrages
Disappointment has sometimes been expressed
with the work of the balloon barrages and their
failure to prevent the enemy raiders from bombing
areas in which they have been installed. Their pur-
pose has not, however, been to close such areas
against the raiders, or, for that matter, to destroy the
latter. The object of the barrage is to force the
bombers to fly at such a height that accurate bomb-
ing of vulnerable points is impracticable. In this